


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Street photography is like a box of chocolates. 
You never know what you're gonna get." 

 
Thomas Leuthard 

 
 
 
 
 



 

 

About  Me  

My name is Thomas Leuthard and LΩƳ a 
street photographer from Switzerland. I 
started to focus on street photography in 
2009 when I decided to take all my photos 
with an 85mm lens in the streets. After 
some time I realized that this lens was too 
long for this purpose. The focal length 
changed, the name remained and I got 
closer and closer. Today I take some of my 
street photos with a 50mm from a very 
short distance. 

Why I wrote this book? 

There are several reasons why I wrote this book and why I didn't. I didn't write 
this book to show off or because it's hip to write a book. I was starting to blog 
on 500px and realized that people read it and that they wanted more. Some 
people even mentioned that I should write a book. It's like with a lot of other 
things. It just started small and got bigger. You cannot start big and say I want 
to write a bestseller and get famous with it. It's not the way it works. This is 
just a collection of my thoughts about street photography and some tips on 
how you should work as a street photographer. 

Why I give it away for free? 

I'm very privileged to be a street photographer with the latest gear and the 
ability to travel around the world. I can afford this through my full time job in 
Information Technology. Some of my contacts from all over the world don't 
have this privilege. But these people still want to learn about street photog-
raphy. They are eager and motivated to get out to the streets with their cam-
eras to make photos. Street photography is a very affordable way of photog-
raphy and I want to keep it ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŀǘΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿhy I publish this book free of 
chargeΧ 

http://500px.com/85mm
mailto:book@85mm.ch?subject=Book Feedback


 

 

What is street photography for me? 

Street photography has changed my life in a way that I didn't expect it would. 
I suddenly have a plan in my life. I have an activity where I can use my creativi-
ty. I get challenged every day. I don't get bored because it's always different. I 
can travel the world for a reason and I can meet a lot of people. And last but 
not least I wake up in the morning with a smile. Street photography is not just 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅΦ Lǘϥǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƭƛŦŜΧ 

Why another book? 

LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊǎΦ LΩƳ 
interested in the way it is done today and what kind of tools and possibilities 
we have these days. Therefore it will be different to other books as it is my 
personal experience written in my way of thinking. I sometimes tend to have a 
slightly different view about things, but you will realize that during your read-
ing. IΩƳ ƛƴǘƻ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ 
time to write down everything I know about it. 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5598374408
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Introduction  

Where to start? 

This is the question, most of you probably ask themselves when they start to 
learn about street photography. I will help you out by answering "Read this 
ōƻƻƪ ŦƛǊǎǘΧϦΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ōƻƻƪ, you will probably know enough to 
get out to the street and start shooting. 5ƻƴΩǘ expect to become a master 
immediately. You cannot learn it in one day. You have to go through a lot of 
phases and you might never think you have reached the top. But exactly this is 
what makes it challenging and interesting. 

What is street photography? 

ItΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴΦ 
Sure you can go to Wikipedia 
and find an answer there. In 
Ƴȅ ǿƻǊŘǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻŎǳƳŜn-
tation of life in public in a 
candid way. Nothing is setup, 
nobody was asked and it will 
ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴΦ LǘΩǎ 
like holding up a mirror to so-
ŎƛŜǘȅΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ƘǳƳŀƴ Ƴo-
ment captured in a decisive 
moment. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Street_photography
http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5883390533


 

 

When is it street photography? 

Bruce Gilden once said that άIf you can smell the street by looking at the pho-
to, itϥǎ ŀ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘέ. This brings it to the point. You cannot point your 
ŎŀƳŜǊŀ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ǇƘƻǘƻΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ 
have to get into it to understand it. Some people even say that 99% of the 
photos out there are not strŜŜǘ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
about thisΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ǇƘƻǘƻǎΦ Most important is that a photo 
tells a story. 

What are the differences? 

Street photography is very versatile. The hardcore guys see strange things on-
ly. Like people in the foreground matching the background in color, patterns 
and so on. Some people more like a daily situation or emotion. Some make 
photos which make you think or which tell a story. I personally like candid 
portraits very much, but some people even think this is not street photog-
raphy at all. There is no rule or right way. Just figure out what you like and fol-
low that path until you get it right. 
  

http://www.flickr.com/photos/thomasleuthard/5796258608











































































































































































